DUNCHIDEOCK PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes from the meeting on Monday 10th September 2018 in the Village Hall, Dunchideock
Present Cllrs Sharpe, Moor, Bean, McCarthy, Goodchild and Ellis
TDC Cllr J Goodey and Mrs C Retallick (Locum Clerk) and 7 members of the public
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.
1) PUBLIC DISCUSSION (not to exceed 10 minutes)
None
2) Apologies for Absence
From Cllrs Connett and Robson
3) Declarations of Interest and Dispensations: (In accordance with the Code of Conduct)
Cllr Ellis declared an interest for item 5a and will not take part in any discussion or decision.
4) Minutes – to approve and sign the Minutes of the meeting held on the 17 th July 2018
Cllr McCarthy proposed the minutes were accepted and Cllr Bean seconded they were signed as a true and
accurate record of that meeting.
5) Update from matters arising from the last meeting for information only
a) Quarry at School Wood – Led by Cllrs Sharpe and McCarthy
Cllrs McCarthy, Sharpe, the land owner, representative from the operators and highways met to discuss
and agree the best options to improve road safety in the vicinity of the quarry. Warning signs were
discussed. The owner is in continuing discussions with the local authority to agree an approved solution
for signs and it is hoped these will be installed soon.
b) Mirror at Manstree Cross– led by Cllr Ellis
The Chair thanked Cllr Ellis who informed the meeting that the damaged mirror had been replaced.
c) Website statement and update led by Cllr Sharpe
Some of you may have received an email from an individual within the parish or may have read things on a
website linked with Dunchideock, which may have caused you concerns relating to the Parish Council. I
would like to assure you that Dunchideock Parish Council is operating appropriately and within the law.
We all as councillors take our public duty seriously and are bound by a Code of Conduct. You can reassure
yourselves that this has been complied with by reading the minutes of recent Parish Council meetings
where matters relating to the new website were discussed.
Councillors must, and where appropriate did, declare an interest in the item under discussion. In relation
to the website, the minutes accurately reflect what took place with one councillor not taking part in the
discussion leading up to or the vote relating to establishing a new website for the Parish Council and the
village. These minutes can be found on the parish noticeboards or by visiting our new website at
www.dunchideock.org.uk We hope you find the website useful and informative. We would welcome any
comments, suggestions for improvements and contributions of material and information / updates from
members of our community. Submissions for the website can be sent to the parish clerk. Cllr Moor thanked
the team that built it, and stated it is receiving positive feedback.
d) Defibrillator project – Led by Cllr Sharpe
A grant application has been submitted to the National Lottery to purchase four defibrillators. The
application process takes approximately 12 weeks. Should this application be unsuccessful there are other
sources for funding we can consider applying for. The site locations are still to be confirmed.
6) District, County Councillor and Police Reports – To receive reports
None received.
7) Clerks Report
 Since the last meeting TDC portfolio committee have decided to stop Parish Councils attending
planning site visits, I have registered our objection to this and we are awaiting an update.



Planning application 17/02560/FUL at The Butts Dunchideock Devon EX2 9TZ the proposal was for
sub-division of the dwelling house to create two units. The Parish Council did not feel there were
any contentious issues therefore no observations were submitted for the consultation process.
 Cllr Lake updated the Parish Council about Haldon Forest Holiday Park, Clapham, Kenn. The
contractor is due on site in September and the work is expected to take two weeks . The issue of
waste water leakage has been dealt with, as the septic tank was emptied on the 15th August as part
of the on-going requirements of the statutory notice served by Environmental Health.
 Expenses Claim form for councillors- this has been circulated to all councillors for future claims
 Conservation Area reviews- TDC have published the reports and a copy is available on the website
 Communities Together Fund (CTF) (Formally the Elector Fund) – Information about this fund has
been circulated and will be on the November agenda for further consideration.
 TDC September Tour of Old Forde house is on 30th starting at 2pm more information will be on the
parish notice boards.
 Rural Skip – this has been arranged for the 3rd November information about prohibited items are
available from the website, the notices will be put onto the notice boards nearer the time.
 Register of Interests – these are all up to date and available on the website
 Chairman’s training tomorrow for Cllrs Sharpe and Moor. 3 councillors will be attending new
councillor courses on 17th October.
 Data Audit – completed and will be available for adoption at the November meeting
 The DALC AGM is on the 3rd October at Exeter Racecourse, places need to be booked at £25 each
8) Recruitment of new Parish Clerk
There have been four expressions of interest. Cllr Sharpe stated that this has historically been a hard to fill
post and it is hoped that this level of interest reflects a growing confidence in the Parish Council working
for our community.
a) Approve contract of Employment – Cllr Sharpe proposed this should be adopted and Cllr
McCarthy seconded, all were in favour.
b) Approve interview process – Cllr Sharpe proposed to adopt this process and was seconded by
Cllr Bean, all were in favour.
c) Proposal for delegated powers to appoint the Parish Clerk – Cllr Sharpe suggested that full
council give delegated powers to the Employment and Complaints committee to appoint a new Clerk. Cllr
McCarthy proposed the suggestion, which was seconded by Cllr Ellis with all in favour. The interviews are
planned for early October with the new Clerk being in place by the November meeting.
9) Review of dedicated responsibilities
Since the annual meeting the dedicated responsibly for the councillors have been reviewed as follows:Cllr Sharpe - Chair of Council. Production of newsletter for the Country News and 3 D’s publication
Cllr Goodchild – PCC
Cllr Ellis – Highways and Tree Warden
Cllr Moor – Vice Chair, Chair of Employment and Complaints committee, TALC, Lead for public information
Cllr Bean – Environment, Parish Assets, Rights of Way, Employment & Complaints committee
Cllr Robson – Village hall, Grants and Funding, Employment & Complaints committee
Cllr McCarthy – Planning, Public information
10) Music event held on the weekend of 21st July – update from Cllr Sharpe
The Parish Council had received complaints about an event held locally which lasted over a weekend, the
landowner was lead to believe it was a private anniversary party, however it was a festival and admission
was charged. The matter has been referred to TDC licensing dept who have asked for comments. Please
send any comments to the licensing department at licensing@teignbridge.gov.uk for the information of
Hayley.
11) Parish Noticeboards – to discuss and decide if additional provision is needed led by Cllr Moor.
At the moment there are four notice boards within Dunchideock parish, only one of which is large enough
for its purpose. There was a debate about the need for notice boards and if larger ones were needed to

replace the smaller ones or additional boards added at those locations, due to the increasing demand for
community space to advertise local events and services.
Cllr Moor will look into the cost of
1. Replacing the boards for larger ones
2. The cost of additional boards
3. Seek permission from the landowners of the current site for the notice boards to be extended or
replaced if required
The content displayed within the boards was discussed and it was agreed that council notices should take
priority, with private notices displayed if room allows.
12) Parish Plan review – to discuss and agree a review led by Cllr Moor
The original Parish Plans are now available on the Parish Council and TDC websites. The Teignbridge Local
Plan is being reviewed by TDC, so it is an ideal time to look through our Parish Plan to see how relevant it
still is. It was agreed that all the councillors would look through the Dunchideock plan and send any
comments to Cllr McCarthy who would collate. It is unknown whether the plan may need a few minor
updates or whether a full consultation and re-write will be needed but the findings will be discussed at the
next meeting.
13) Future projects - Cllr Sharpe
The Chair advised the meeting that there are funding opportunities available and being a small parish with
a small precept we should take every opportunity to levy in additional funding. . It is important that the
community is involved to ensure we are delivering what our parishioners want. Cllr McCarthy suggested a
leaflet drop to all households seeking suggestions for future projects. The Chair asked Cllr McCarthy to
liaise with Cllr Robson to organise this. All were in favour.
14) Funding opportunities – A report from Cllr Robson was read out.
In the August edition of Funding News there were a number of grant claims that Dunchideock could have
applied for, however there were a number of clauses that the Parish were unable to fulfil.
It became apparent that Dunchideock Parish as a village have no actual long term projects or goals. It is
with this in mind I would like to ask if anyone has any suggestions to benefit our community. Please
contact Karen Robson on 01392 832015.
15) Lime tree – to discuss the ownership and duty of care led by Cllr Ellis
The lime tree was brought to the attention of Cllr Ellis due to concerns about its health and safety. It is
believed the tree belongs to the Parish Council although it isn’t on the Asset Register. An ex councillor
remembers it being discussed approx. 20 years ago as a parish asset. It is believed it was planted as
memorial. Cllr Ellis sought permission to take appropriate action to ensure the safety of the tree and the
public. A tree surgeon has looked at the tree and suggested it may cost £200+. The Clerk suggested the
tree warden from TDC may be able to give some advice. The clerk will check the records on the computer
to find any reference to the tree from past meetings and Cllr Ellis agreed to look at the paper archive.
The councillors agreed to authorise up to £80 for emergency work. If the cost is in excess of this, an
extraordinary meeting would be needed to make further decisions. Cllr Ellis will give a full report at the
November meeting.
16) Highways – information related to local issues led by Cllr Ellis
Cllr Ellis is concerned about the drain on Blacksmith hill and reports it regularly to highways for repair.
When the road was last resurfaced, the blocked/collapsed drain was not dealt with. The Chair suggested
re-contacting the highways engineer and explaining the history and problem to him and include Cllr
Connett in the correspondence.
17) Village Hall - update led by clerk on behalf of Cllr Robson
Upcoming Events are:
The Curry Evening on 15th September.
Film Night on 21st September showing The Mercy with Colin Firth.
Tea afternoon on 22nd September
Fish & Chip Quiz Supper on 27th October

The village hall are applying for funding to obtain help with opening up a pedestrian access onto School
Lane so that residents do not have to go down the hill to then come back up the driveway. It will also help
with making it easier to access a defibrillator if it is sited at the village hall.
In order to carry on providing these events we require the full support of the parish community and we
welcome any friends and family alike.
If you have any ideas that you would like to propose we would be open to hear your suggestions.
The village hall committee extend their thanks to the Parish Council and welcome them at any of the
events. The councillors agreed the new access is a good idea but were concerned about surface water
running into the hall. A local builder has confirmed that this would not be a problem.
18) FINANCE
a. Expenditure Clerks Salary
= £ 242.24
HMRC
= £ 60.40
TDC Election costs
= £ 1258.76
Mirror
= £ 21.99
Cllr Sharpe proposed the payments should be authorised this was seconded by Cllr Bean. All were in
favour.
b. Bank Reconciliation and Statement - Consider and agree circulated documents.
Cllr McCarthy requested these to be sent prior to the meeting to allow a more detailed appraisal. Both
documents were approved.
19) PUBLIC DISCUSSION –
The Chair invited suggestions for future projects A member of the public said that there was a community
orchard many years ago that was north of the church within the conversation area. The meeting agreed it
was worth finding out whether a community orchard would be something the community would use and
considering site options. Cllr Ellis agreed to discuss this further with Cllrs McCarthy and Sharpe.
The first funding raising event is being held in the village hall this Saturday.
Comments were received with regard to the provision of notice boards. It was suggested that with
increased access and use of the internet, the website had replaced the need for so many notice boards and
perhaps the Council should consider reducing their use to one board and donating the others to the
community. This would be legally compliant and a no cost option. Road signs have been abandoned
throughout the parish a resident asked if they could be collected and returned to the owners.
Finally the Chair announced that this is the final meeting for Mrs C Retallick and thanked her for her
support to the council then presented her with a small gift as personal thanks from councillors.
20) Items for Information The next council meeting will be on 20th November 2018, 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Closed at 20.50
Email Circulation: - Rural Skip notice / Temporary Traffic Order - Various Roads - Teignbridge Area, Devon
(TTRO1826710)/ Conservation Area reviews

