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Introduction 
 

What is a Parish Plan? 
The Parish Plan is a profile of the 
parish, of what we are now, what 
we have now and what we'd like to 
see here in the short, medium and 
long term (1, 5, 10 years).  It sets 
out the main themes of interest to 
the parish (according to the 
preliminary public meetings that 
took place) and lists the concerns 
and necessary actions.  These form 
the Action Plan that sets out what 
needs to be done in order achieve 
the vision and preferences that the 
parish wants. 

This Parish Plan will advise Parish 
Councillors and our local district and county authorities where we wish their efforts to be 
directed on our behalf.  It is anticipated that future local planning by these authorities will 
adopt our Parish Plan as an integral component of the documentary background to their 
planning activities. 

How has this Plan been put together? 
A Parish Plan Steering Group was formed from volunteers, mainly as a result of the June 
2004 public meeting in the Village Hall.  They represent all geographical areas of the parish.  
Public opinion was gathered through the detailed information gleaned from the parish 
Questionnaire, to which there was an astounding 93% response, the highest recorded in 
Devon so far.  These results were discussed at the January 2005 public meeting at the Lord 
Haldon Hotel and that helped steer us towards this Action Plan. 

The Next Steps 
In the following pages, the concerns and actions are summarised under the principal themes 
of housing, employment, environment, tourism, recreation, transport, public services and 
finally, the Parish Council.  Each theme has a statement of policy that will be fundamental to 
the working of the councils that adopt this Plan. 

The outcome of all this is the Action Plan in Appendix A.  This lists the actions needed to 
bring the Parish Plan into being. 

It is the responsibility of the Parish Council to steer this into fruition in the short, medium and 
long term.  The Council will most likely wish to form a Parish Plan Action Group to carry out 
this work.  They will act as organisers of Task Groups, relying heavily on the substantial body 
of volunteers that emerged as a result of the questionnaire.  They will also recruit additional 
volunteers where necessary and provide the co-ordinated guidance to assist these Task Groups 
in their work. 

The individual Task Groups will determine how each “Action” will be achieved.  They will 
decide the detail of what needs to be done, how to do it, which partners (if any) are required, 
propose what resources are needed, obtain these resources, undertake the work ……… and 
take the credit! 
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The extent to which other organisations become partners in achieving these actions will 
depend on the individual situation.  Similarly, sources of funding and specialist technical or 
organisational assistance will need to be researched by the Task Groups, guided by the Parish 
Plan Action Group.  An illustration of potential partners is given in Appendix B 

  
Postcard printed by the Dunchideock Women’s Institute 
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Haldon Bridge - built for King George II to drive to the Belvedere 
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Our Dunchideock Parish 
Dunchideock is a small, rural parish 
situated in the Kenn valley in the 
Kenn Valley Ward of Teignbridge 
District.  The parish covers 392 
hectares, the fourth smallest (0.6% of 
the total area) in Teignbridge. The 
Cornish sounding name reflects its 
early existence as a Celtic settlement, 
the origins of which go back before 
the 7th century Saxon invasion of 
Devon1. 

The population is 262 (2001 census), 
of whom 226 are on the electoral role.  
There were 92 households in 1991 and 
by 1998, this had increased to 104.  
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unchideock Parish Church of St Michael and All Angel
now totals 123. 

his is primarily a residential and agricultural area, with most of the land managed by our 
ur farms.  Local businesses include a country hotel, a horse riding stables and several small 

ght industries (car repairs, woodworkers, etc.) occupying the Grade II listed barn at 
unchideock Barton.  There is little employment in the parish. 

 is 8 km (5 miles) from the county town of Exeter and 9 km (5.6 miles) from the next nearest 
rge settlement of Chudleigh.  The parish is sparse with small settlements in several places 
ther than concentrated in a single area of housing.  Although it has The Lord Haldon Hotel, 
 lacks a pub, shop, library, school, post office, indeed most of the facilities and provisions 
pical of modern village life. 

he village hall used to be the village 
chool prior to its closure in 1961.  The 
all has recently been improved to 
omply with disabled access standards 
nd health and safety requirements.  
arious groups such as the Parish 
ouncil, Women’s Institute, art class, 
hist, table tennis, etc. use it on a regular 
asis. 

Number of Properties in the Council Tax 
Bands A-H

G = 14

H = 1

E = 30

D = 11
C = 13

B = 13

A = 7

F = 34

he Parish Church of St Michael dates 
om the 13th century and contains 
utstanding woodwork extensively 
stored by Herbert Read in 1892.  This 

hurch is Grade I listed.  There are also 
9 grade II and one grade II* listed 
roperties in the parish.  

he parish participates in the Devon and 
eighbourhood Watch scheme.  Public transport access is served by a Devon County Council 

upported rural bus route between Exeter and Bridford, providing five services daily, Monday 
 Saturday. 

Cornwall Police Community Watch Association’s 

                                                    
Hoskins W.G. 1954. Devon, p.46. (Phillimore) 
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What the Questionnaire Reveals 
 

Facts About the Parish 
Essentially, people were happy with 
their existing lifestyle, enjoyed 
country life and wanted the minimum 
change.  It is a village of incomers 
with 64% having arrived in the last 15 
years and 10% in the last year.  
Almost a third of those eligible for 
work were self-employed.  The 
population is skewed towards middle 
age with 35% in the 40-50 age group 
but only 18% over retirement age. 

Perhaps in response to the isolation of 
the parish, technology has caught up 
with us and no less than 75% of 
households said they had a computer 
and 84% of these use the internet. 

Car ownership is high with only 3 
households not having a car.  A 53% 
majority have two cars and one 
household has six!  Consequently few people (<5%) had transport problems. 

Numer of respondents to the questionnaire
in each age group
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Alongside this “modern” lifestyle, there is a clear appreciation of the countryside and a 
determination to protect and maintain the environment.  This is borne out by the 40 or so who 
have offered themselves as environmental volunteers. 

 

Some Opinions About Our Future 
The village was united in its attitude to development.  Over half (54%) did not want any new 
housing and a further third (33%) wanted no more than 10 new houses in the next decade. A 
minority (6%) wanted more than 15 dwellings. 

Those against more tourism outnumbered those in favour by more than 2:1 and slightly less 
than that ratio were against the introduction of more light industry. 

Picking on some other highlights: 

• 75% supported the idea of special nature reserves with 15 volunteering to help. 
• Dunchideock is a village looking for more cohesion.  It is geographically spread out and 

for many there is a desire for more village activities with a number dreaming wistfully of 
both a village pub and shop. 

• Communal services, such as electricity, water, postal services, and refuse collection were 
all satisfactory.  Only the attention to the roads, particularly in winter, attracted a critical 
reaction (60%). 

• As well as the responses to the 63 questions, there were some 400 specific comments and 
suggestions.  Many of them proposed improvements to the environment, the roads, and to 
the Parish Council (though overall it was thought to be doing a good job) and of course 
aired particular irritations and difficulties. 
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What We Don’t Need to Change 
 

Doctors and Health Care Services 
There was a high level of satisfaction with health care – with only 2% thinking the GP 
services were poor.  Further, it could be a measure of the health of the community that, apart 
from the GP services, most of the other services, ranging from the district nurse to chiropody, 
were also well thought of, but each had been used by less than 20 % of residents.  All this 
suggests that the plan need not follow up any concerns in this area. 

 

Employment 
There are some 10 employers in the 
parish, ranging from the Lord 
Haldon Hotel through small car 
body repair shops to a marquee hire 
company.  However, almost all their 
employees live outside the parish. 

The close proximity to Exeter 
means that there is a great variety of 
all kinds of employment within easy 
reach and so there is minimal 
unemployment in the parish.  A 
third of those of working age are 
self-employed. 

Therefore with this good 
availability of employment close at 
hand and with negligible local 
employment of parish residents, it 
was agreed that this was not an issue that needs to be addressed within the Parish Plan. 

Paramore, the chauffeur, at the front door of Dunchideock 
 Spring 1935 House, in

 

Other Services 
Most of the public services came out well with 67% thinking the refuse collection was good, 
and 30% thought it reasonable.  Of those who expressed an opinion of the fire and ambulance 
services, 95% had found them to be reasonable or good.  74% found the water supply 

lectricity supplies. 

 

reasonable or good and 90% were similarly satisfied with e

ummary

Computer Use and the 
Internet

Don't 
connect to 

Internet
10

No reply
2

Broadband
12

Dial-up 
modem

51

S  
ief summary of 
full analysis of the 

This is a br
highlights.  The 
questionnaire is in Appendix C 
along with a list of all the 
individual comments contributed 
by the public. 
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The Themes in Detail 
The next section of this plan set out the concerns, actions and policies in each of the eight 
main themes.  These lead to the specific tasks to be undertaken in the short, medium and long 
term and so comprise the Action Plan that is set out in Appendix A. 

This page illustrates some of the contrasting buildings, ancient and modern, in the parish. 

The Old Post Office on Blacksmith Hill, initially one of 
the village’s two schools, later the village post office 
and now a private residence. 
 

The 2001 development of 15 homes of Thornes 
Meadow 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Painting in the Dunchideock 
church of the Barton circa 1820 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photograph of the same area taken October 2004 
(without the artist’s licence taken over the church 
tower!) 
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1. Housing 
The parish is united in its attitude to 
future development. Over the past 
fifteen years, with the construction at 
Thorne’s Meadow and Belvedere 
Park, the housing stock has increased 
by some 20%.  This has exhausted 
most of the infill possibilities 
available within the village envelope 
defined in the 1996 Teignbridge 
Local Plan2 and specified in Policy 
H6 as “limited to minor infilling 
within the envelope”. 

The 2001 Deposited Draft Plan3 
actually removes this envelope and 
treats the village as countryside of 
Great Landscape Value where future 
development will be “very limited”.   

This is very much in tune with the 
views expressed by the parish.  
However, the Local Plan is at present 
undergoing complete revision. 

Preferences For Change in Housing Stock 
in Next 10 Years
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60%

No change Up to 10
dwellings

Up to 15
dwellings

More than 15
dwellings

 
Future development, such as it is, should 
answer a definite local need and be infill. 

 

The Concerns Action 
• Limit the growth in housing stock to the 

minimum. 
• Endeavour to ensure that the new 

Teignbridge Local Development 
Framework continues to reflect the widely 
held desire for strictly limited 
development as is reflected in Policy H6 
of the 1996 Teignbridge Local Plan.   

• Establish guidelines for the type and 
distribution of any future developments. 

• Any future development should answer a 
definite local need and be infill. 

 

Timescale Short, medium and long term. 

 
Policy Statement 
The parish must balance the local demands for housing against inappropriate green field site 
development of the past, supporting the Local Plan guiding policies. 

                                                      
2 The Teignbridge Local Plan sets out the District Council’s policies and proposals for the development and use of 
land.   Although it covers the period from 1989 to 2001, it still remains in force for the purpose of guiding 
development and the determination of planning proposals.  See also the planning note in Appendix C. 
3 This Initial Deposit Version of the Teignbridge Local Plan is the First Review of the Local Plan.  This review has 
not been finalised – it will be overtaken by the new “Local Development Framework” legislation. 
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2. Employment 
Concern was expressed about 
development of more industrial sites. 
Dunchideock is largely residential and 
agricultural. 

 Already a small concentration at 
Dunchideock Barton houses some nine 
light industrial workshops, although 
currently several of the sites are 
unoccupied. 

Coupled with the low unemployment, 
this provides a strong indication that 
there is no demand either from potential 
employers and employees for more light 
industrial work.   

More Light Industrial Workshops

No Opinion
17%

Against
53%

In Favour
30%

 
 

The Concerns Action 
• A majority (53%) do not wish there to be 

any development of small-scale light 
industrial workshops. 

• Policy H12 in the 1996 Teignbridge Local 
Plan, referring to a predominantly 
residential area, states that permission will 
not be granted for the introduction and 
retention of commercial use within such 
an area, unless comprehensive 
environmental conditions relating to 
nuisance and health and safety are met.  
The Parish Council will resist such 
development in accordance with policy. 

• The Parish Council will endeavour to 
ensure that the new Local Development 
Framework also reflects these views. 

 

Timescale Short, medium and long term. 

 
Policy Statement 
Employment is seen as vital for a 
community but Dunchideock is well 
served by nearby employment 
opportunities.  Extensive local 
industrial development will not be 
encouraged. 
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3. Environment 
This theme gave rise to a substantial 
amount of comment and opinion.  Some 
of these matters will be difficult to 
resolve but nevertheless illustrate the 
strong feeling that this parish is located 
in an environmentally special area and 
this should be both protected and 
enhanced. 
 

 

The Concerns Action 
• Remove litter from roads, lanes and 

footpaths. 
• Better signposting of footpaths and 

maintenance of stiles, bridges and 
surfaces. 

• Overhead cables should be laid 
underground. 

• Light pollution. 

• Regular litter removal walks; residents 
adopt a length; signs. 

• Undertake a review of existing signs, gates 
stiles and bridges and propose repairs and 
improvements where appropriate. 

• Review overhead cables and establish 
potential for placing them underground.  
Also ask Teignbridge DC to make this a 
planning condition in any consent it grants 
for new build or for substantial alteration. 

• Survey sources of light pollution and 
consider options for a change in the type 
of lighting. 

 
• New special nature reserves. 
• New Conservation Areas. 
• Look after forests and small woods. 
• Preserve old orchards and plant new 

orchards. 
• Plant more trees including native trees. 
• Maintenance of walls and hedges. 
• Management of watercourses and wild 

flowers. 
• Built environment. 
 

• All these environmental concerns require 
review of possible areas for improvements, 
working closely with the land owners. 

 

Timescale Short, medium and long term. 

 
Policy Statement 
The Dunchideock rural environment will be preserved and enhanced in accordance with the 
sustainability needs of present and future generations. 
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4. Tourism 

The Lord Haldon Hotel 

Throughout the year, 
Dunchideock is popular among 
ramblers and riders who trek 
around the hills and along the 
lanes.  The Lord Haldon Hotel 
hosts tourists as well as many 
business and social events. 

The Haldon Belvedere, or 
Lawrence Castle, dates back to 
1788.  It attracts many visitors to 
use its facilities and to enjoy the 
spectacular views.  Dunchideock 
also has the world-famous 
Treacle Mine which is open 
biennially on village fête day. 

 

The parish was clear in the wish to maintain the special unspoilt quality both for itself and for
visitors but 58% felt that further tourism should not be encouraged 

 

The Concerns Action 
• The area should be preserved as a tourism 

attraction but not increasingly developed 
as such. 

• The Parish Council works with District 
and County Councillors to support Policy 
HD5 of the 1996 Teignbridge Local Plan.  
This states that large-scale tourist 
accommodation which would have a 
detrimental impact on a designated site of 
local amenity importance will not be 
permitted. 

 

Timescale Short, medium and long term. 

 
 

 
Policy Statement 
 
The area should be preserved as a 
tourism attraction but not increasingly 
developed as such. 

Should More Tourism Be 
Encouraged?

No Opinion
14%

No
57%

Yes
29%
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5. Recreation 
The concerns of the parish focus mainly on activities for children, social activities for adults 
and a review about the suitability of the village hall for this community.  There are also some 
concerns about the DCC mobile library. 
 

The Concerns Action 
• There is a lack of provision of facilities 

and activities for those of school age and 
pre-school age in the village. 

• The parish is of an elderly nature with few 
children. 

• A lack of social events for adults such as 
further clubs or special interest groups. 

• More use could be made of the Village 
Hall and its car parking improved. 

• Could the mobile library be better used 
• Lack of a village pub. 

• A children’s club is planned to begin in 
the summer 2005; examine the potential 
for a playground. 

• Establishing social interest groups, activity 
clubs, one-off events. 

• Review the use and promotion of the 
Village Hall and its car parking 
arrangements. 

• Publicise the mobile library e.g. time and 
locations, on local notice boards, in the 
Country News, etc. and promote its use. 

• Look into providing a village social bar. 
 

Timescale Short and medium term. 

 
Policy Statement 
Recreation is an important element in the well-being of the parish and will be supported 
where it can provide benefits for the local population. 
 
 
 

 
Brigadier Watkins and his fishing game at the first fête held in 1949 at Dunchideock House 
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6. Transport 
The transport concerns about the 
condition and use of our roads is 
understandable.  A majority rely on 
personal transport for employment, 
recreation and the other transport 
needs of modern life.  Although the 
parish is served by a bus route, this 
is inevitably a limited rural service. 

There is a high level of car 
ownership but some people still 
experience difficulties accessing 
certain activities, such as 
recreation. However, most 
transport concerns of the parish are 
associated with road safety, 
speeding traffic and road 
maintenance. 
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The Concerns Action 
• Danger spots on the roads. 
• Road signs and village signs. 
• Keep roadside verges mown and tidy. 
• Let roadside verges grow for wildlife. 
• Vehicle damage to road verges. 
• Road maintenance. 
• Lack of passing places on narrow lanes. 
• Speeding traffic. 
 

• Investigate these concerns and develop 
cost-effective solutions with landowners 
and DCC.   Establish locally distinctive 
solutions such as our “village style” for 
signs and “road watch” scheme for road 
maintenance problems. 

• The Lord Haldon Hotel traffic. 
• Retention and repair of the bridge at the 

top of Haldon Drive. 
• The increase in the number and size of 

lorries and tractors using the parish roads. 
• Volunteer car service. 

• Examine the traffic generation caused by 
the hotel and look into it making more use 
of Haldon Drive. 

• Encourage the bridge owner to complete 
repair works. 

• Investigate the appropriateness of the 
vehicles using the parish roads. 

• Look into a Volunteer Car Service in 
conjunction with neighbouring parishes. 

 

Timescale Short, medium and long term. 

 

Policy Statement 
Road safety is to be afforded the highest priority.  Nevertheless, this is to be balanced against 
maintaining the rural nature of our roads and lanes. 
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7. Public Services 
Despite Dunchideock being a small rural 
parish, the overall provision of 
emergency and other services, such as 
mail deliveries, water, electricity, phone, 
refuse collection, etc. to the parish is 
generally good.  Access to medical and 
care services do not present particular 
problems. 

Use of local Royal Mail counter services 
is important to the rural community and 
the present trend to reduce this service 
would be unhelpful to us. 

Quality of life compared with 10 years 
ago
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The Concerns Action 
• Our community police officer should be 

better known. 
• Bus timetables should be on all notice 

boards. 
• Better use should be made of the outer 

churchyard (village green?) and the church 
itself. 

• Locate our post boxes to best serve the 
parish population. 

• Help the community police officer to 
become better known to the parish. 

• Bus timetables to be widely advertised 
(notice boards, Country News, etc.). 

• Resolve the status of the outer churchyard 
as a village green and broaden the use of 
the church itself, bearing in mind that it is 
a consecrated building. 

• Examine the use and location of post 
boxes and propose any necessary changes 
to Royal Mail. 

 

Timescale Short, medium and long term. 

 
 

Policy Statement 
The public domain and services 
should be supported wherever 
necessary to enhance the quality of 
life for the parish. 

 

A Devon County Council Mobile Library 
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8. Parish Council 
The Parish Council members seem 
not to be widely known but they and 
the clerk should be reasonably 
visible to the community.  The 
present Parish Council spending on 
parish activities, publicity and the 
village hall is largely thought to be 
correct.  However, improved 
information flow from the Council 
could keep the parish better 
informed. 

Low flying aircraft and gunshot 
noise caused the disturbance to more 
than 20% of the parish.  It is possible 
that the Parish Council is able to 
assist as a forum to help the public in 
dealing with these and other 
disturbances. 

                            Dunchideock Village Hall 

 

 
 

The Concerns Action 
• The Parish Council members and the clerk 

should be better known to the community. 
• Parish Council activities should be better 

reported. 
• A notice board is requested at Tower 

Court 
• Notice boards should all contain co-

ordinated information. 
• Sharing of services with neighbouring 

parishes. 

• Parish Council activities and councillors’ 
names and telephone numbers should be 
publicised on the notice boards, “Country 
News”, parish website, etc.  

• Investigate prospect for additional notice 
board and see how they can all be 
maintained to a similar standard. 

• Examine sharing of recreation, medical 
and transport services with neighbouring 
parishes. 

 

Timescale Short, medium and long term. 

 
 

 

Policy Statement 
Parish Council activities and the councillor 
contacts should be more widely publicised. 
 

Notice board and post box near Dunchideock bridge
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Appendix A - The Action Plan 

The Concerns Outline Action Details to be considered 

Housing   

1. Limit the growth in housing 
stock to the minimum. 

2. Establish guidelines for the 
type and distribution of any 
future development. 

• Endeavour to ensure that the new Teignbridge Local 
Development Framework continues to reflect the widely 
held desire for strictly limited development as is reflected 
in Policy H6 of the 1996 Teignbridge Local Plan.  Future 
development should answer a definite local need and be 
infill 

• The Parish Council will endeavour to ensure that the new 
Local Development Framework also reflects these views. 

This task is to be the responsibility of the Parish Council. 

Employment    

3. A majority (53%) do not wish 
there to be any development of 
small-scale light industrial 
workshops. 

• Policy H12 in the 1996 Teignbridge Local Plan, referring 
to a predominantly residential area, states that permission 
will not be granted for the introduction and retention of 
commercial use within such an area, unless 
comprehensive environmental conditions relating to 
nuisance and health and safety are met.  The Parish 
Council will resist such development in accordance with 
policy. 

• The Parish Council will endeavour to ensure that the new 
Local Development Framework also reflects these views. 

This task is to be the responsibility of the Parish Council. 

 Page 16 



Dunchideock Parish Plan 2005 - Appendix A:  The Action Plan 

The Concerns Outline Action Details to be considered 

Environment   

4. Remove litter from roads, 
lanes and footpaths. 

• Regular litter removal walks. 
 
There were 17 volunteers from the Parish to help with this 
project. 

Consider some additional signs like “Please help keep our 
parish litter free”? 
Perhaps volunteers might adopt a section of lanes and take 
the responsibility for keeping clean. 

5. Better signposting of footpaths 
(Public Rights of Way) and 
maintenance of stiles, bridges 
and surfaces. 

• Undertake a review of existing signs, gates stiles and 
bridges and propose repairs and improvements where 
appropriate. 

 
There were 14 volunteers from the Parish to help with this 
project. 

Consider joining the DCC Parish Plan Partnership scheme 
so that Dunchideock might take over responsibility and 
funding for some footpath maintenance. 

6. Overhead cables to be laid 
underground. 

 

• Review overhead cables and establish potential for 
placing them underground.  Also ask Teignbridge DC to 
make this a planning condition in any consent it grants 
for new build or for substantial alteration. 

Potentially expensive solutions likely.  Close working is 
necessary with the residents and power/phone companies. 

7. Light pollution. • Survey sources of light pollution and consider options for 
a change in the type of lighting. 

Probably need to look at other examples of good practice.  
Work closely with owners to see what is possible.  
Investigate supporting finance. 

8. New special nature reserves. 
9. New Conservation Areas. 

• Review of possible areas, working closely with the land 
owners. 

 
There were 14 volunteers from the Parish to help with this 
project. 

In practice, the areas that are suitable are likely to be 
unproductive for other purposes and hidden from roads and 
paths.  The co-operation of landowners will be essential and 
they may only be willing if funding is available and it does 
not create management problems for them. 

10. Look after forests and small 
woods. 

11. Preserve old orchards and 
plant new orchards. 

12. Plant more trees including 
native trees. 

• Review of possible areas, working closely with the land 
owners. 

 
There were 21 volunteers willing to assist in environmental 
improvement schemes. 
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The Concerns Outline Action Details to be considered 
13. Maintenance of walls and 

hedges. 
14. Management of watercourses 

and wild flowers. 

• All these environmental concerns require review of 
possible areas for improvements, working closely with 
the land owners. 

 
There were 21 volunteers willing to assist in environmental 
improvement schemes. 
 

Encourage planting new hedging along existing fence lines. 

15. Built environment. • Look into the wide range of concerns of the public. 
• Work with all those responsible to develop agreed and 

convenient solutions. 

• Keep church grounds tidier. 
• Render brick wall in Sideling Close. 
• Stop fly-tipping in lay-by near Tower Court. 
• Discourage wheelie-bins being left out. 
• Encourage hotel to relocate their waste-bins. 
• Temporary signs advertising events at hotel. 
• Encourage new construction to blend with local 

character. 
 

Tourism   

16. The area should be preserved 
as a tourism attraction but not 
increasingly developed as 
such. 

• The Parish Council needs to work with District and 
County Councillors to support Policy HD5 of the 1996 
Teignbridge Local Plan.  This states that large scale 
tourist accommodation which would have a detrimental 
impact on a designated site of local amenity importance 
will not be permitted. 

 

This task is to be the responsibility of the Parish Council. 
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The Concerns Outline Action Details to be considered 

Recreation   

17. There is a lack of provision of 
facilities and activities for 
those of school age and pre-
school age in the village. 

• A children’s club is planned to begin in the summer 
2005; examine the potential for a playground. 

 
There were 6 volunteers willing to assist in non-school time 
activities. 
 

 
 
 
 

18. A lack of social events for 
adults such as clubs, special 
interest groups, etc. 

• Establishing social interest groups, activity clubs, one-off 
events. 

 
There were 4 volunteers willing to assist in indoor/outdoor 
activities, 10 volunteers willing to assist with general 
interest talks etc. and 2 volunteers willing to assist in social 
activities. 
 

• General interest evening talks. 
• Film evenings. 
• Interest was expressed by many in an extensive range of 

21 social and 14 indoor/outdoor activities. 

19. More use could be made of the 
Village Hall and its car parking 
improved. 

• Review use and promotion of the Village Hall and its car 
parking arrangements 

This is a task that the Village Hall committee will lead. 

20. Could the mobile library be 
better used? 

• Publicise the mobile library e.g. time and locations on 
local notice boards, in the Country News, etc. and 
promote its use 

There is very low usage so this needs investigating in order 
to decide on appropriate publicity and stopping places. 
 
 

21. Lack of a village pub. • Look into providing a village social bar 
 

Consider how this might be a part of the The Lord Haldon 
Hotel or Village Hall. 
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The Concerns Outline Action Details to be considered 

Transport   

22. Danger spots on the roads 
23. Lack of passing places on 

narrow lanes. 
24. Speeding traffic. 

• Investigate the danger spot concerns and develop cost-
effective solutions with landowners and DCC 

• Identify locations where speed is a problem and propose 
solutions in liaison with DCC 

Typical danger spots include: 
• Road up to Haldon Forest 
• Webberton Cross 
• Webberton Lane to Underdown (also need passing places 

along here). 
• Blacksmiths Hill 
• Dunchideock Bridge. 
• Clapham Lane 
• Manstree Cross 
• Road to Ide 
• Learn from experience in other parishes and ensure 

locally appropriate, rural, solutions are developed. 

25. Road signs and village signs. • Review existing signs and identify new requirements or 
revisions to existing signs 

• Establish locally distinctive solutions such as our “village 
style” for signs at the village gateways 

• Work must be within the Highways Act legislation. 
• Ascertain costs involved and planning requirements. 

26. Keep roadside verges mown 
and tidy. 

27. Let roadside verges grow for 
wildlife. 

• Identify which verges need attention and which should be 
left to grow for wild life. 

• Establish a maintenance regime. 
 
Could use help from the 21 volunteers for environmental 
improvement schemes. 
 

• Ascertain whose responsibility it is to maintain the 
verges for the purpose identified. 

• Organise a managed maintenance or cutting plan where 
appropriate. 

• Village residents adopt a length of verge. 

28. Vehicle damage to road 
verges. 

• Undertake survey of all damage to understand causes and 
propose remedies. 

• Look for other good practice solutions. 
• Consider use of kerbs, posts, rocks, stones or 

construction using local materials sympathetic to the 
rural environment. 
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The Concerns Outline Action Details to be considered 
29. The increase in the number and 

size of lorries and tractors 
using the parish roads. 

• Investigate the appropriateness of the vehicles using the 
parish roads. 

• Work with local users for appropriate solutions. 

• This work will tie in closely with the protection of road 
verges 

30. Road maintenance. • Set up a “road watch” scheme for maintenance snags. • Problems to be reported to the Parish Councillor 
highways maintenance contact.  This person liaises 
directly with the parish lengthsman. 

31. The Lord Haldon Hotel traffic. 
32. Retention and repair of the 

bridge at the top of Haldon 
Drive. 

• Examine the traffic generation caused by the hotel and 
look into it making more use of Haldon Drive. 

• Encourage the bridge owner to complete repair works. 

 

33. Volunteer car service. • Look into a Volunteer Car Service in conjunction with 
neighbouring parishes. 

This work will probably be best undertaken in liaison with 
South Devon Rural Transport Partnership who manage 
community car scheme schemes. 

Public Services  

34. Our community police officer 
should be better known. 

• Help the community police officer to become better 
known to the parish 

Consider articles by the constable in Country News, regular 
attendance at Parish Council meetings, regular feedback on 
police matters relating to the parish. 
 

35. Bus timetables should be on all 
notice boards. 

• Bus timetables to be widely advertised (notice boards, 
Country News, etc.). 

 
 
 

36. Better use should be made of 
the outer churchyard (village 
green?) and the church itself. 

• Resolve the status of the outer churchyard as a village 
green and broaden the use of the church itself, bearing in 
mind that it is a consecrated building. 

There is dispute as to whether the outer churchyard is a 
village green. 
 
 

37. Locate our post boxes to best 
serve the parish population. 

• Examine the use and location of post boxes and propose 
any necessary changes to Royal Mail. 

Need to take care that boxes are not withdrawn unless 
appropriate. 
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The Concerns Outline Action Details to be considered 

Parish Council   

38. The Parish Council members 
and the clerk should be better 
known to the community. 

• Parish Council activities and councillors names and 
telephone numbers should be publicised on the notice 
boards, “Country News”, parish website, etc.  

 
 
 
 

39. Parish Council activities 
should be better reported. 

• Review the means of letting the parish know what is 
scheduled and what has happened. 

Examine all media opportunities including notice boards, 
Country News, email, webpage, etc.  
 

40. A notice board is requested at 
Tower Court. 

41. Notice boards should all 
contain co-ordinated 
information. 

• Investigate prospect for additional notice board 
• Investigate how all notice boards can all be maintained to 

a similar standard. 
 

Consider local ownership of boards. 
Examine effectiveness of notice boards. 
 
 
 
 

42. Sharing of services with 
neighbouring parishes. 

• Examine sharing of recreation, medical and transport 
services with neighbouring parishes. 

Some parish wishes cannot be achieved alone but might be 
possible if sharing resources and facilities is possible. 
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Appendix B - Potential Partners 
 

Adjacent parishes (Ide, Shillingford St George, Kenn, Ashton, Doddiscombleigh, Dunsford, 
Holcombe Burnell) 
All local landowners 
British Telecom 
Community Council of Devon 
Community Transport Association 
Connect (the cable company working for SWEB) 
Council for the Preservation of Rural England 
Countryside Agency 
Department of Farming, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) 
Devon and Cornwall Police 
Devon Association of Parish Councils 
Devon Community Safety Partnerships 
Devon County Council 
Devon Historic Buildings Trust 
Devon Strategic Partnership 
Devon Wildlife Trust 
English Heritage 
English Nature 
Environment Agency 
European Leader Plus programme 
Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group 
Forestry Commission 
Government Office South West 
Ide Lane Friends 
National Lottery funding 
Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM) 
Primary Care Trusts 
Private companies such as supermarkets and DIY businesses 
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 
Rural Development Scheme - South West 
South Devon Rural Transport Partnership 
South West Rural Development Agency 
South West Tourism 
South West Water 
SWEB and other electricity suppliers 
Teignbridge Council for Voluntary Services 
Teignbridge District Council 
Teignbridge Rural Regeneration Partnership (Local Action Group) 
UK Biodiversity 
Volunteers from the community 
Women’s Institute 
 

 
Note:  This is an indicative list and is not comprehensive 
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Appendix C - A Note about Planning 
 

At present, planning in this parish is controlled by the 1996 Teignbridge Local Plan covering the 
period 1989 - 2001.  It shapes the future development of Teignbridge and provides a firm basis for 
rational and consistent planning decisions and a measure of certainty what kind of development will or 
will not be permitted.  In order to maintain an up to date Local Plan, a review was commenced with 
the 2001 Deposited Draft Local Plan – First Revision. 

The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act has paved the way for a series of reforms to the planning 
system by the Government.  The Local Planning provision of the Act came into force in September 
2004. 

This new legislation will result in the replacement of the old system of Structure Plans, Local Plans 
and Supplementary Planning Guidance with a new system of Regional Spatial Strategies and Local 
Development Documents.  Portfolios of Local Development Documents will form Local Development 
Frameworks for each local planning authority administrative area. 

The Local Development Framework will thus eventually take over from the existing Local Plan and 
the Deposited Initial Review of that Plan.  This new approach to planning will make increased use of 
grass root responses such as out Parish Plan. 
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Appendix D - Results of the Questionnaire 
 

Household Questions 
 

Q1  Number of people in each age group 
 0-4 5-10 11-16 17-21 22-39 40-59 60-64 65-74 75+ All 

Males 7 7 5 4 25 44 12 13 7 124 
Females 7 5 4 4 23 37 12 15 7 114 
Both 14 12 9 8 48 81 24 28 14 238 
 

Q2  Number of years at address 
 Number Percent 

Less than a year 10 10% 
1 - 5 years 29 29% 
6 - 15 years 25 25% 
16 - 25 years 16 16% 
26 - 50 years 19 19% 
51+ years 1 1% 

 

Q3  How did your household come to live in the parish 

  Number Percent 
Born in parish 7 3% 
Work in area 31 15% 
Relatives nearby 12 6% 
Love of village life 24 11% 
Love of Country life 48 23% 
Availability of housing 12 6% 
Choice of property 45 21% 
Retired to parish 6 3% 
Marriage 7 3% 
Came with family 14 7% 
Other 7 3% 

 

Q4 Moved from parish in last 5 yrs 
Yes 14 
No 84 

No reply 2 
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Q5 Do your household require any of the following 

 Yes 
Sheltered housing - 
Residential care 1 
Low cost starter home 7 

 
 

Q6  Moved out of the parish because: 
 
Number moved because of employment 16 
Number moved to sheltered accommodation 2 
Number moved because of marriage 17 
Number moved because of other reason 9 
 
 

Q7 Cars/Vans & Motorcycles in your household 

  
Number of 
cars/vans 

   

0 3  Total number of cars/vans in households 191 
1 23  Total number of motorcycles in households 15 
2 51    

3 16    

4 3    

6 1    

 
 

Q8/9  Use a computer in household 
 

 Yes   Number 
Yes 75 Of which Don't connect to Internet 10 
No 25  Yes, by dial-up modem 51 

   Yes, by Broadband 12 
   No reply 2 

 

 Page 26 



Dunchideock Parish Plan 2005  - Appendix D: Results of the Questionnaire 

Personal Questions 
 
 

 HOUSING 

 
Q10  During next 10 years, see housing stock: 

  Number % 
Remain the same 108 54.0% 
Increase by up to 10 dwellings 65 32.5% 
Increase by up to 15 dwellings 14 7.0% 
Increase by more than 15 dwellings 13 6.5% 

 
Q11  What kind of housing does the parish need 

  Number % 
No housing is needed 70 38.0% 
Housing for young people 37 20.1% 
Large family housing 8 4.3% 
Housing for the elderly 6 3.3% 
Housing for local people 28 15.2% 
Housing for low income families 10 5.4% 
No opinion 25 13.6% 

 
Q12  What type of housing development would be acceptable 

 Number % 
None 82 41.4% 
Infilling with single buildings 68 34.3% 
Infilling with small groups 44 22.2% 
Infilling with larger groups 5 2.5% 
Expansion elsewhere in parish 20 10.1% 
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 EMPLOYMENT 

 
Q13 Are you at present: 

 Number % 
Employed 88 43.8% 
Self-employed 42 20.9% 
Unemployed 1 0.5% 
In a government training scheme 1 0.5% 
In full-time education 10 5.0% 
Wholly retired 41 20.4% 
Un-waged wife/husband/partner 11 5.5% 
Permanently sick/registered disabled 2 1.0% 
Other 5 2.5% 

 
Q14  Would you like to see more jobs becoming available 

  Number % 
Yes 93 47.7% 
No 102 52.3% 

 
Q15  Small-scale light industrial workshops 

In favour Against No opinion 
Number % Number % Number % 

61 29.8% 108 52.7% 36 17.6% 

 
Q16  Should more Tourism be encouraged 

Yes No No opinion 
Number % Number % Number % 

59 28.8% 118 57.6% 28 13.7% 
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 ENVIRONMENT 

 

Q17  Things to make the Countryside look better 
  Very important Worth doing Unnecessary Don't know 
  Number % Number % Number % Number % 

Remove litter 109 59.9% 62 34.1% 9 4.9% 2 1.1% 
Keep roadside verges 
mown & tidy 64 36.4% 70 39.8% 40 22.7% 2 1.1% 

Let roadside verges grow 
for wildlife 45 28.3% 46 28.9% 58 36.5% 10 6.3% 

Stop vehicle damage to 
road verges 81 45.3% 75 41.9% 18 10.1% 5 2.8% 

Signpost footpaths & 
bridleways 62 35.4% 89 50.9% 21 12.0% 3 1.7% 

Repair gates, stiles & 
bridges 84 48.0% 82 46.9% 5 2.9% 4 2.3% 

Close some footpaths & 
bridleways 2 1.2% 2 1.2% 141 86.0% 19 11.6%

Open more footpaths & 
bridleways 30 17.1% 44 25.1% 76 43.4% 25 14.3%

Other 18 51.4% 17 48.6%     

Q18, 19 & 20  Environment 
  Yes No No opinion 
  Number % Number % Number % 

Q18. Should be special nature reserves 153 75.0% 28 13.7% 23 11.3% 
Q19. See village enter "Best Kept Village" 47 23.6% 81 40.7% 71 35.7% 
Q20. Aware of village green in front of church 74 36.1% 131 63.9%   

Q22  Disturbances 
Yes No 

  Number % Number % 
Noisy neighbours 25 12.0% 183 88.0% 
Traffic noise 30 14.4% 178 85.6% 
Light pollution 18 8.7% 190 91.3% 
Farm animals in gardens 19 9.1% 189 90.9% 
Farm animals on roads 16 7.7% 192 92.3% 
Deer on roads or in gardens 26 12.5% 182 87.5% 
Low flying aircraft 60 28.8% 148 71.2% 
Gunshot noise 43 20.7% 165 79.3% 
Barking dogs 26 12.5% 182 87.5% 
Other 23 11.1% 185 88.9% 

Q23  Conservation Areas 
Yes No No opinion  

Number % Number % Number % 
Should there be other 
Conservation Areas 65 34.0% 31 16.2% 95 49.7% 
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Q25  Trees 
 Very important Worth doing Unnecessary Don't know 
 Number % Number % Number % Number % 

Plant more trees 90 50.0% 68 37.8% 20 11.1% 2 1.1% 
Cut down some trees 17 11.0% 17 11.0% 111 71.6% 10 6.5% 
Look after small woods 103 57.9% 69 38.8% 3 1.7% 3 1.7% 
Look after forests 94 55.3% 64 37.6% 7 4.1% 5 2.9% 
Preserve single trees in 
special places 104 59.4% 64 36.6% 6 3.4% 1 .6% 

Preserve old orchards 86 47.5% 69 38.1% 19 10.5% 7 3.9% 
Plant new orchards 61 35.3% 68 39.3% 31 17.9% 13 7.5% 
Plant more native trees 97 54.8% 61 34.5% 15 8.5% 4 2.3% 

 
 

Yes No Q26  Overhead wires 
 Number % Number % 

See overhead wires replaced by 
underground cables 165 84.6% 30 15.4% 

 
 
 

 HEALTH & OTHER SERVICES 

 

28  Location of Doctor’s surgery 
Cowick St, St Thomas Ide Lane, Alphington Chudleigh Other 
Number % Number % Number % Number % 

52 25.2% 129 62.6% 7 3.4% 18 8.7% 
 

Q29  Difficulty in obtaining services 
 Often Occasionally Never Have not used 
 Number % Number % Number % Number % 

Mental health services 1 0.6% 1 .6% 5 3.0% 159 95.8%
Family planning 
services 2 1.2% 3 1.9% 22 13.6% 135 83.3%

Counselling services 2 1.2% 2 1.2% 3 1.8% 162 95.9%
Local Social Services 2 1.2% 4 2.4% 7 4.2% 155 92.3%
Hospital 8 4.7% 29 17.1% 98 57.6% 35 20.6%
Doctor 8 4.6% 29 16.8% 121 69.9% 15 8.7% 
Chemist 8 4.7% 18 10.6% 126 74.1% 18 10.6%
Chiropodist 3 1.8% 7 4.2% 36 21.4% 122 72.6%
Optician 1 .6% 6 3.6% 107 64.1% 53 31.7%
Dentist 33 19.3% 17 9.9% 106 62.0% 15 8.8% 
Other medical facility 1 1.0% 5 5.2% 29 29.9% 62 63.9%
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Q30  Do you have problems collection Prescriptions 

Yes No Do not collect medicine on 
prescription 

Number % Number % Number % 
4 2.1% 163 84.9% 25 13.0% 

Q31  Opinion of care services 
 Good Reasonable Poor No opinion 
 Number % Number % Number % Number % 

Doctor 113 66.1% 26 15.2% 2 1.2% 30 17.5% 
District nurse 21 15.8% 4 3.0%   108 81.2% 
Health visitor 18 14.2% 3 2.4% 2 1.6% 104 81.9% 
Mental health 3 2.5% 1 .8%   117 96.7% 
Maternity care 14 11.0% 1 .8% 1 .8% 111 87.4% 
Chiropodist 9 7.0% 1 .8% 3 2.3% 115 89.8% 
Loan of medical eqpt. 12 9.2% 2 1.5% 3 2.3% 113 86.9% 
Other medical facility 10 8.6% 2 1.7%   104 89.7% 
Home help 1 .8% 2 1.7%   118 97.5% 
Care manager 1 .8% 3 2.4%   120 96.8% 
Meals on wheels     2 1.7% 119 98.3% 
Day care     3 2.4% 121 97.6% 

Q32  Opinion of emergency services 
 Good Reasonable Poor No opinion 
 Number % Number % Number % Number % 

Fire 52 29.1% 23 12.8% 5 2.8% 99 55.3% 
Police 29 15.9% 33 18.1% 37 20.3% 83 45.6% 
Ambulance 59 32.1% 32 17.4% 2 1.1% 91 49.5% 

 

Q33  View of service provided by Community police officer 
Good Reasonable Poor No opinion 

Number % Number % Number % Number % 

9 5.0% 8 4.4% 18 10.0% 145 80.6% 
 

Q34  Opinion of other services 
  Good Reasonable Poor No opinion 
  Number % Number % Number % Number % 

Mains water supply 81 41.1% 65 33.0% 19 9.6% 32 16.2% 
Mains electricity 91 45.3% 89 44.3% 18 9.0% 3 1.5% 
Winter weather service 9 4.5% 56 28.3% 119 60.1% 14 7.1% 
Road/gully cleaning 16 8.1% 90 45.7% 82 41.6% 9 4.6% 
Refuse collection 134 67.3% 60 30.2% 5 2.5%   
Collection of 
recyclable materials 102 51.8% 62 31.5% 20 10.2% 13 6.6% 

Reliability of the 
telephone box 11 5.9% 16 8.6% 7 3.8% 152 81.7% 
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Q35  Royal Mail 
  Good Reasonable Poor No opinion 
  Number % Number % Number % Number % 

Location of post boxes 120 59.7% 55 27.4% 20 10.0% 6 3.0% 
Delivery 138 68.0% 52 25.6% 13 6.4%   
Collection 128 64.6% 55 27.8% 3 1.5% 12 6.1% 

 

Q36  Number of times a month use a Postal Counter service 
More than 10 Between 5 & 10 Less than 5 Never 

Number % Number % Number % Number % 

42 20.4% 58 28.2% 74 35.9% 32 15.5% 
 

Q37  Would you find a Shopping co-ordinator useful 
Yes No 

Number % Number % 
10 4.9% 194 95.1% 

 
 
 
 

 RECREATION 

 

Q38  Non-school time activities 
Yes No No opinion 

  Number % Number % Number % 
Interested in non-school 
time activities 40 20.3% 71 36.0% 86 43.7% 

 

Q39  Use of Public footpaths & bridleways 

Daily Weekly Monthly About twice 
a year 

About once a 
year Never 

Not aware 
where they 

are 
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 

19 9.6% 45 22.7% 46 23.2% 34 17.2% 15 7.6% 24 12.1% 15 7.6% 
 

Q40  Use of the Devon CC Mobile library 
Every visit Every 2 or 3 visits Less frequently Never 

Number % Number % Number % Number % 

3 1.5% 2 1.0% 5 2.4% 195 95.1% 
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Q41  Standard of service of the Mobile library 
Good Reasonable No opinion 

Number % Number % Number % 

12 6.3% 6 3.2% 172 90.5% 

 
Q42  Which Indoor/outdoor activities would you participate in 

 Number   Number 
Archery 31  Keep fit 48 
Badminton 34  Skittles 24 
Boules/Petanque 26  Table Tennis 34 
Croquet 16  Tennis 37 
Darts 17  Volleyball 11 
Horse riding 25  Yoga 28 
Judo 4  Other 31 

 

Q43  Is the Village Hall adequate 
for the parish needs 

 Q44  Would you make use of a 
Children’s playground 

Yes No  Yes No 
Number % Number %  Number % Number % 

155 85.6% 26 14.4%  42 21.4% 154 78.6% 
 
 

Q45  Like to have more general interest talks 
Yes No No opinion 

Number % Number % Number % 

98 48.0% 37 18.1% 69 33.8% 

 
Q46  Which social activities would you participate in 

 Number   Number 
Aerobics 26  Luncheon club 9 
Beetle drive 10  Music society 8 
Bridge 16  Musicians group 5 
Choral society 5  Painting & drawing 26 
Drama 14  Photography 29 
Film society 21  Pilates 29 
Friday night club 30  Quilting 10 
Gardener's society 40  Rambling 46 
Handbell ringing 10  Salsa 30 
Knitting circle 4  Whist 27 
   Other 27 
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 TRANSPORT 

Q47  Are you satisfied with the 
general state of the Roads 

 Q48  Do you think there are any 
Danger spots on the roads 

Yes No  Yes No 
Number % % Number  % Number %  

134 66.0% 34.0% 69  104 59.8% 70 40.2% 
 

Q49  Number of times per month use this means of transport 

 0 1 - 5 6 - 10 11 - 20 21 - 30 More than 
30 

 No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 
Family car/van 1 .6 9 5.3 7 4.1 31 18.3 87 51.5 34 20.1 
Motor cycle 39 83.0 4 8.5 3 6.4 1 2.1      
Bicycle 35 62.5 17 30.4 4 7.1        
Lifts from 
friends/family 33 49.3 23 34.3 7 10.4 2 3.0 1 1.5 1 1.5 

Bus 38 64.4 16 27.1 2 3.4 3 5.1      
School or 
college bus 42 91.3     1 2.2 3 6.5    

Taxi 38 69.1 15 27.3 2 3.6        
 

Q50  Access to a vehicle 
  Yes 

Daytime (Mon-Fri) 8 
Evenings (Mon-Fri) 6 
Weekends 4 

 
 

Q51  Access to services & social activities 
 Yes 

I don't have transport problems 161 
Unable to drive 13 
Can drive but do not always have access 1 
Personal reasons 1 
Cost of bus transport 5 
Cost of running a car/van 5 
No bus when needed 12 
Do not live close to a bus stop 10 
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Q52  Which services are difficult to access because of transport 
 Yes 

Doctor 2 
Hospital 1 
Work 0 
16+ College/adult education classes 1 
Sports facilities 2 
Post office 3 
Food shops 2 
Other shops 3 
Cinema/theatre 6 
Visiting friends/family 6 
Pubs/clubs/restaurants 8 

 

Q53  Problem getting child/children to or from school 
No Not applicable 

Number % Number % 

43 25.4% 126 74.6% 
 

Q54  Would you use a volunteer car service 
Often Occasionally Never 

Number % Number % Number % 

1 0.6% 26 15.3% 143 84.1% 
 
 
 
 

 PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Q55  How many parish councillors do you know 
Councillors 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Number 38 24 19 11 29 15 21 30 3 
 
 

Q56  Parish Council communications 
  Good Reasonable Poor No opinion 
 Number % Number % Number % Number % 

Opinion of Parish Council 
communicating its' activities 25 12.7% 92 46.7% 50 25.4% 30 15.2%
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Q57  Parish Council spending 
More Same Less 

  Number % Number % Number % 
Village activities 51 30.7% 113 68.1% 2 1.2% 
Publicity 32 20.6% 113 72.9% 10 6.5% 
Village Hall 45 28.1% 108 67.5% 7 4.4% 

 
 

Q58  Is there sufficient Information flow 
Yes, it's about right No, more is needed No opinion 
Number % Number % Number % 

140 69.0% 45 22.2% 18 8.9% 
 
 

Q59  Parish Church importance 
  Yes 

For regular worship 50 
For baptisms, weddings & funerals 91 
For festivals 91 
As an historic building 148 
Every village/parish should have one 100 
Not important to me 27 
Other 15 

 
 

Q60  Quality of Life compared with 10 years ago 
Better Worse The same Don't know 

Number % Number % Number % Number % 
17 8.8% 26 13.4% 47 24.2% 104 53.6% 

 
 

Q61  How should the Parish to develop    

  Yes  

As a working community 20  

As a retirement community 0  

Q62   Share with 
neighbouring 
parishes 

As a commuter community 4    Yes 

As a balanced mix of these 3 103  Recreation 98 
As a tourist centre 6  Transport 57 
To stay as it is 93  Medical facilities 75 
Other 11  Other 9 
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Written Responses 
The Task Groups that will progress items in the Action Plan may wish to be aware of these comments 
when progressing the work to be undertaken. 

 HOUSEHOLD 

Q3 How did your household come to live in this parish? 
• Born & grew up in Ide. 
• Wanted to live near Exeter, but in the countryside. 
• My Grandmother used to own the Belvedere and the land on which the house now stands 

used to form part of its grounds. 
• Inherited a quarter of the farm. 

Q 6 How many of your household have moved out of the parish for 
each of the following reasons? 

• University. 
• Moving to find accommodation with partner. 
• Retired and moved to Exeter. 

 
 

 ENVIRONMENT 

 Q 17  What do you think could be done with the roads, lanes and 
footpaths to make the local countryside better 

Hotel traffic 
• Reduce hotel cars, get hotel vehicles to use Haldon Drive as was agreed at the time of its 

expansion. 
• Put in place traffic calming to the Hotel. 
• Signage for the Lord Haldon hotel to avoid “amateur” signs that get left in the hedges once 

the wedding/event is over. 

Road signs 
• More signposts in the lanes – e.g. at Webberton Cross directing to Underdown. 
• Improve village signage & directions. 

Road Maintenance 
• Repair edges of road / reseal roads. 
• Junctions need to be protected from the damage caused by large vehicles carelessly 

turning. 
• Keep roads clear of mud and potholes. 
• In icy weather salting of Webberton Lane. 
• Remove horse droppings. 
• Clear Horse manure from road near Home Farm. 
• Overgrown hedges – hazard for walkers & drivers. 
• Cut hedges and repair stone walls. 
• A balance must be struck between keeping hedges tidy and allowing wild life to flourish. 
• Keep hedges back from roads so visibility is not compromised. 
• The verges and hedges need to be kept tidy due to the narrow roads. Visibility/safety. 
• A weight limit should be imposed on vehicles in the village. 
• More footpaths at side of lanes to make it safer to walk down lanes. 
• White lines on road edge. 
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Road Passing Places 
• More passing areas on narrow lanes. 
• Provide passing places on lane to Underdown. 

Q 21 What better use could be made of the village green? 
Various 

• Duck pond? Fairs? (must go and find it!). 
• Water feature. 
• Events. 
• Summer Fete. 
• A Fete Day. 
• Maybe some social event. 
• Village events might be useful. 
• Put up playground – plenty of kids in village. 
• Could be used for village fete and things like that. 
• A small park for young children. 
• Build on it (but only advocated up to 15 houses). 
• Community gatherings. 

Picnic & Seating 
• Picnic area with seat & benches. 
• Picnic area (summer). 
• Put seats in so people can use it. 
• Keep as a natural area, perhaps with benches. 
• A seat for quiet contemplation – too close to the church for much else. 
• Picnic Bench. 
• Move to a central area – by the village hall. A focal point in the community+ seating and 

trees. 
• Some seating to make it an area for contemplation. 

Maintenance 
• The hedge needs replacing with a beech hedge or estate fencing.  
• Wild flowers. 
• It is too small and too hidden away for any form of activity. 
• Very little. It is too small. 
• As there is limited space we cannot think of any appropriate use. 
• Cut down monkey-puzzle tree! 
• Big enough? 

Promotion 
• We work beside the church and have no knowledge of the village green. 
• To know its there! 
• If you call it a village green. 
• Make people aware of it! 
• Car parking adjacent to road, just a strip on the front ( for churchgoers only when required). 
• If I knew there was one it should be left as it is. Too isolated from the main village. 

Disputed Ownership 
• Belongs to church?   Not a village green. 
• It is owned by the church - proposes it as site for new village hall 
• Not a village green, donated to Church. 
• It is part of the churchyard. 
• Are you sure of ownership. It is church land? 
• Return to the church for future use as consecrated ground. 
• But we thought it was called “the lower church yard”. 
• We understand that it is not a Village Green but is the property of Dunchideock Church. 
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Do Nothing 
• It is fine as it is. 
• Possibly but it is a sloping site. 

 

Q 22 Do you suffer from any of the following types of disturbance? 

No Problem 
• 3 Householders emphasised that they suffer 

from no disturbances. 
• Don’t mind any country sounds, smells or 

sights – The cocks can crow to their hearts 
content. 

• Some of these occur, but don’t cause 
‘suffering’ – part of 21st C village life! 

• All of the above are quite normal noises. 

 Fireworks & Bangs 
• Fireworks. 
• Fireworks; pheasant shooting. 
• Fireworks at the hotel. 
• Regular night fireworks frightening 

children, pets and wildlife. 
• Fireworks on Saturdays & bangers, 

bangers & bangers. 
• Gas cannons. 

Vehicles & Traffic 
• Car alarms. 
• Amount of traffic too much. 
• Traffic volume. 
• Speeding Traffic. 
• Traffic going much too fast. 
• As well as traffic noise, has experienced 

speeding vans and lorries to Haldon Hotel. 
Have witnessed dog being hit by above. 

 Other Problems 
• Horse mess on road (road safety issue). 
• Farm animals in garden sometimes. 
• Domestic bonfires. 

 

Q 24 The parish has a Conservation Area (Church / Barton).  Should 
there be other areas in the parish?  Where? 

• The whole of the parish! 
• The village map area. (WI map?). 
• It should be extended from the Barton north east over the water meadows to include the 

Court, Dunchideock House, The Old Post Office and Ralifee.  These are all properties at 
least as old if not in some cases older and more significant than the Barton. 

• If the Barton is a Conservation Area, why have industrial units been allowed there?  These 
units detract from the beauty and tranquillity of the Church.  If this is an example of 
Conservation, then no more! 

• We had lovely areas, now taken by the travellers. 
• Anywhere suitable, and not ‘spoken for’. 
• Wherever realistic. 
• Any areas that are suitable. 
• The “Old Post Office”. 
• Thornes Meadow field opposite council houses. 
• The water meadow behind the village hall and all fields up to school wood ridge. 
• Around the Village Hall. 
• Lyalls. 
• The Court. 
• The Court and the orchard. 
• Haldon Gardens area. 
• Old limestone quarries top of Dunchideock. 
• Replace trees in Wyehams.  By the bridge towards the Court in the old orchard. 
• School Woods but it’s owned at present. 
• School Woods. 
• The bridge near The Lord Haldon Hotel. 
• Dunchideock bridge. 
• Near the bridge by Dunchideock House. 
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• Comers Meadow on Clapham lane. 
• The Webberton Cottages area. 
• Beside River Kenn. 
• Not needed if no or minimal development. 

 

Q 27 Dunchideock is a particularly attractive area, nevertheless in what 
ways could the parish be improved visually? 

Don’t change Anything 
• We like the village the way it is. • Leave well alone. 

Hedges 
• Hedges to be kept tidy & in check. 
• Keep hedges tidy & maintain old stone walls. 
• More professional managed hedge care. 
• Cutting road hedges. 
• Having roadside hedges cut a LITTLE earlier in the season.  It is quite usual to have briars, 

brambles etc. catching motorcyclists & horse riders. 
• Clear debris after hedge trimming. 
• Plant new hedges along old fence lines in large arable fields. 
• Clear small areas of hedges to open views and glimpses of countryside. 

Countryside 
• Cleaner rivers & streams. 
• Encouraging more traditional farming methods which would bring back the birds and wildlife 

many of which have been destroyed by intensive farming. 
• At present the countryside is well managed by the Forestry Commission and local farmers. 

The Mid-Term Review (CAP) could force farmers to change their farming practices, but as 
long as the countryside remains as it is now and does not become unmanaged, it will be 
OK. 

• Only an assurance that it’s beautiful green fields and landscape will not be covered over 
with bricks and mortar!!! 

• Its beauty is in its natural quality.  It should be kept well maintained but we tamper with it at 
our peril. 

• Plant wild flowers on certain verges. 
• Plant more flowering trees. 
• Colourful flowers in & around verges/greens. 
• Floral areas. 
• House and roadside flower planting. 
• Planting boxes at village signs. 
• Planting flowers village sign (traditional). 
• Stop nuisance bonfires. 
• Misshapen firs along roadside at Grange. 
• Just a good cut back of trees that need doing, unsightly wires hidden and made a place of 

beauty. 

Signs 
• Village sign. 
• As you enter the parish from Haldon the Dunchideock sign is planted with flowers, very nice. 
• Removal of “standardised” council signs. 
• Provide litter bins (bus stop). 
• Quality of village signage eg: Village Hall directions.  
• Better signage – public and private. 
• More info/local map on entrance to village for walkers/visitors. 
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Roads 
• Don’t have a problem with horses/riders but on occasion the amount of horse manure on the 

road can be excessive and verging on dangerous (cars & cyclists). 
• Local stables should be forced to clean up horse manure on roads and lanes. 
• Protect and repair road junctions. 
• Cleaner roads & lanes. 
• Keep roads cleaner. 

Overhead Cables 
• Overhead wires and repair lorry damaged roads; introduce weight limit. 
• Have less prominent buildings e.g. Height. 
• In putting overhead cables underground brings in broadband. 
• Removal of overhead cables. 

Buildings 
• Keep the Church tidier. 
• Encourage residents to enhance their properties in keeping and remove parked overnight 

vehicles. 
• By finishing our Property to a standard it deserves. 
• Render the brick wall outside houses at Sideling Close. 
• Stop fly tipping in lay by near Tower Court etc. 
• Tighter planning control on existing properties.  New build (if any) to be in keeping, unlike 

Thornes Meadow/Wellsprings. 
• By making sure Teignbridge does not allow permission for unsightly buildings/extensions to 

be erected. 
• Ensure any new construction blends in with the local environment and remains attractive. 
• Remove old cars/machinery from behind Sideling houses opposite the Village Hall. 
• Ban commercial vehicles from driveways. 
• Refuse bins not left in the road after having been emptied. 
• Wheelie bins & boxes to be put out on collection day only and taken in on the same day! 
• Put wheelie bins out of sight. 
• Mobile recycle bins (with wheels)  - cannot carry boxes. 
• Remove the industrial units at the Barton. 
• Screen the large refuse bins behind the Lord Haldon Hotel!! 
• Bomb the hotel!  Or preferably replace the current hoteliers with people who actually care 

about the Village and the villagers rather than see them as a way to make money or a 
hindrance to money making.  The Hotel could be a terrific asset to the village!  Currently it is 
not! 

 

 RECREATION 

Q 42 Which indoor/outdoor activities would you participate in? 
• Shooting. 
• Radio controlled vehicles/planes club. 
• Dartmoor walking. 
• Cycling/ Walking. 
• Golf, Kung Fu, Walking, Cycling, Belly Dancing.  
• Bridge. 
• Running Club, walking group, pilates. 
• Ti Chi. 
• We have a full steel working workshop complete with forge. 
• Workshops – computer skills, first aid etc. 
• Water colour class at village hall. 
• Swimming pool. 
• Gym with machines. 
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Q 43 Do you think the village hall is adequate for the needs of the 
parish? 

• Under utilised at present. 
• Location not good. 
• It’s a bit small. 
• Too small. 
• Needs to be enlarged to hold any club with large attendance. 
• Rather small considering numbers of people within the village. 
• Could be bigger. 
• No, it needs improvements or rebuilding but this must be balanced with the cost. 
• Not new/big enough, built for a different era with different needs. 
• Most village halls have been completely refurbished, ours needs enlarging substantially & 

needs a good floor and more conference rooms. 
• Too small and bad access/parking unless you call the Road parking. 
• Depends on needs identified by the village plan. 
• Could do with internet access for those with none available at home. 
• One of us thought while adequate for ordinary meetings up to 60 or so, it is only just 

adequate for harvest supper, fish & chip supper etc and has no stage. 
• Two of us thought it entirely adequate except for special occasions. 
• Church room, village hall plus hotel should provide in total.  Complement each other but not 

compete or duplicate. 
• Yes but states that it has restricted facilities. 
• A stage for plays would be useful. 
• Good . 

 

Q 46 Which social activities would you participate in? 
• Quiz nights. • Children’s activities. 
• Embroidery. • Belly Dancing. 
• Ballroom Dancing. • Woodwork/metalwork. 
• Ballroom dancing, (come dancing). • Women’s Institute. 
• Nature Walks. • Youth Club. 
• Church activities. • Things for the young in the village. 
• Diet and fitness clubs (i.e. Rosemary 

Conoly) 
• A pub with pool tables! 

 
 

 TRANSPORT 

Q 48 Do you think there are any "danger spots" on the roads in the 
parish?  If yes, please explain. 

Up to Haldon Forest 
• Bend on top road between Dunchideock & Haldon Forest. 
• The road up to Haldon Belvedere. 
• Top of Haldon – road too narrow. 
• Corners near Pennhill farm. 
• Hill to Penn Hill Farm. 
• Just before the Tower. 
• Quarry hill. 
• Winding road up to Haldon. 
• Main road down from forests certain cars speeding excessively. 
• Sharp L H corner above Colin Bond’s house going up the hill. 
• The road drain outside “Hootenay” is inadequate. 
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Webberton Cross & Webberton Road 
• Anywhere where there is horse manure on road. 
• Horse mess along Webberton Lane. 
• Webberton Cross. 
• Webberton Cross – mainly due to speeding traffic down main road. 
• Junction at Webberton Cross. 
• Poor sight line coming out from Barton opposite the Butts. 
• The Junction opposite the Old Post Office. 
• Ice forms at junction with Webberton / Ide road. 
• Webberton Lane – strangers treat it like a race track. 

Underdown 
• Bend at Tower Court. 
• Tower Court to Underdown. 
• The lane to Underdown. 
• Webberton Lane Riding Stables to Underdown. 
• Haldon Riding School to Underdown, not enough passing places. 
• Underdown to Carr farm – the passing places are poorly maintained, overgrown with gullies 

+ severely uneven. 
• Road between Borough and Underdown – blind bends and no passing places. 
• Other narrow roads, i.e. Underdown. 
• Underdown corner. 
• Underdown to Webberton Cross. 
• The entrance to Belvedere Park. 
• Bend between Webberton Cross and Mikandani. 
• Outside “Crinan”. 
• Near Crinan. 
• By Crinan. 
• Webberton Lane (Crinan). 
• Bend outside Crinan on Webberton Lane. 
• The bend 200 – 300 yards from Webberton Meadows towards the bridge . 
• The nasty bend / narrow lane between ‘Squirrels Nest’ and the Old Post Office. 

Underdown & Beyond 
• The lane leading from Underdown towards Chudleigh – big dips at the sides. 
• The verges on the hill up from Underdown. 
• 90deg. sloped corner/junction at Underdown – improve/relay with proper tarmac to give 

more grip. 
• Road to Kenn has too few passing points. 
• Underdown corner. 

Blacksmith Hill 
• Blacksmith Hill. 
• Blacksmith Hill pothole! 
• Hill from Belvedere Tower to village sign at foot of hill – should be speed limit. 
• Cars travelling too fast down Blacksmiths Hill. 
• Half way down Blacksmith’s Hill (hole in road). 
• Hole in road near Ralifee Cottage is getting bigger. 

School Lane 
• By the turning to the village hall lane. 
• From the main road in Dunchideock to the village hall. 
• Road past the Village Hall and Court houses. 
• By the Court. 
• Around Kennaford Farm near Village Hall. 
•  “Drag strip” coming down from New buildings past entrance to Thornes Meadow. 
• From new buildings past Thornes Meadow. “Beware Children” sign needed. 
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• Speeding up the hill outside village hall/Thornes Meadow. 
• Turning out of the village hall. 
• Water running down the road between the Village Hall and the Court (ice in winter). 
• Water on road top of Easy Lane to post box past village hall very icy in winter. 

Dunchideock Bridge 
• Dunchideock bridge. 
• Dunchideock Bridge – narrow point. 
• Bridge at bottom of Blacksmith Hill. 
• Bridge on main road. 
• The narrowing at the bridge in the dip. 
• Narrow road by bridge near Dunchideock House. 
• The bridge by Dunchideock House: coming from Exeter, the view up the hill is obscured by 

trees growing in Dunchideock House garden. 
• Junction by Dunchideock House on B/Smith Hill. 
• Outside Dunchideock House at the junction for the village hall. 
• Near Dunchideock House. 

Clapham Lane 
• Clapham Lane, two bends on road to Ide. 
• Clapham Lane. 
• Along Clapham Lane. 

Manstree Cross 
• Manstree Cross (i.e.: on Dunchideock road) from Boyce’s. 
• The nasty bend between Manstree Cross & Marshall Farm at the bottom of the hill by a 

house. 
• Manstree Cross. 
• Manstree Cross. 
• Manstree X. 
• Manstree X – one side (Ide) trees make it V. dark & blind you coming from bright sun. – 

other side – narrow corner. 
• Brow of Hill towards Exeter. 
• Top cross road above village Exeter side. 
• Crossroads near Dunchideock Orchards (despite mirror). 
• Cross roads above Dunchideock House on Ide road. 
• At the dangerous X-road Idestone / Shillingford, there is a gully which causes cars to have 

to take a wider line on the corner than is advisable. 
• Shillingford lane/Idestone cross roads. 
• Markam Lane. 

Various 
• Most junctions (visibility). 
• Various cross roads 
• Round every bend and at every junction. 
• Bends in roads. 
• Too numerous to mention on Dunchideock to Ide, Clapham, Belvedere. 
• Just about everywhere.   Depends on who is coming the other way.  We seem to have a lot  

of ‘rally drivers’. 
• Areas liable to deep flooding should be marked or drainage improved (On road from 

Webberton Cross a quarter of a mile from Underdown. 
• We live on country roads and lanes and with their sudden bends and narrow passing 

places, they do require care.  However, to iron out the problems, straighten the bends, 
widen etc, is in our view unacceptable as it could change the nature of the countryside.  
However, all the cross roads on the main road through the village, plus the bends up the 
Haldon Hill, all seem that bit more dangerous than others. 
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Speeding & Traffic 
• More from speeding drivers than danger spots on the road.  
• Although “no” the biggest problem is speed on the narrow lanes. 
• Visitors to Lord Haldon often drive too fast on approaching roads. 
• General comment – Narrow roads/blind corners.  Heavy lorries from Dunchideock Barton, 

large coaches not acceptable.  Ide village roads “nightmare”!! 
• Needs more dangers warning signs or “slow” signs. 
• 30 mph speed limit through village? 
• The 30mph limit just outside Ide should be extended all the way to Dunchideock. 

 

Other Things 
• For exercise purpose I walk along our roads regularly and have never at any time felt 

unsafe. 
• Westbury House corner. 
• Students corner. 
• The lane to Ide. 
• Several between Ide and Dunchideock . 
• Bend half way between Ide & Dunchideock. 

 

Q 53 Do you have a problem in getting your child/children to or from 
school?  If Yes, please explain 

• don’t have a problem as they use own car but a bus “would be useful”. 
 
 
 

 PARISH COUNCIL etc 

Q 58 Is there sufficient "information flow" in the parish (Country News, 
notice boards, etc)?  Suggestions? 

 
Country News 

• Put more information in ‘Country News’. 
• Include Parish Council news in Country News. 
• More use of Country News and the parish notice boards. 
• Notes from the parish council meeting should be published in the parish magazine so that 

all villagers are aware of what is going on in the parish – other parishes do it!! 
• Perhaps more info. from Parish Council in Country News ( ½ page) + more about “what’s 

on” etc. 
• Results of Parish Council meetings reported in “Country News” would be most helpful and 

more communication to the villagers especially on last minute meetings of local interest. 
• Perhaps a section in the Country News about Parish Council news updates. 
• Parish Council:  More information on matters discussed would be useful.  I can’t always 

attend meetings but would read minutes in Country News or some other publication. 
 

Newsletter 
• Parish Council newsletter? 
• News sheets to the home? 
• Copy of parish council minutes would be of interest. 
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Noticeboards 
• Having 4 notice boards means that not all or same information is displayed on each. 
• Help people be aware that we have 4 notice boards. 
• Underdown notice board maintained same as Dunchideock board with same info. 
• Corrects mention of board at Tower Court. 
• Too much private advertising on boards (eg: hairdressers etc). 

 

Other Issues 
• People should talk to each other in the village more. 
• Two of us are happy with the present situation. 
• Yes it’s about right – apart from parish council info. 
• Up to date bus timetable would be useful. 

Web & email 
• By e-mail. 
• Have a website and an e-mail circle. 
• One of us believes that a website would be useful in carrying up-to-date information from 

meetings and general information in more detail. 
 

Q 59 Is the parish church important to you? 
• Occasional worship. 
• For occasional worship. 
• Service offered by the church’s representatives very disappointing at present. 
• We sadly miss a vicar who is able to spend more time on village activities and acting as a 

link among us all. 
• Could be used for concerts etc. 
• Non-conformist. 
• Practising Catholics but would still like to be part of parish church community when possible. 
• Attend a different Church. 
• We go to Shillingford St George. 
• We attend Ashton church. 

 

Q 60 How is the quality of life in the parish, compared to 10 years ago 
• More traffic. 
• Increased traffic on narrow lanes. 
• The volume of traffic has greatly increased. 
• Tremendous increase of traffic using Blacksmith’s Hill as a short cut to Haldon Plain. 
• Too many cars on narrow roads these days, - many driven without concern for other road 

users. 
• Large housing developments have increased the amount of traffic and noise as well as light 

pollution without contributing much to village life. 
• The new housing development at Thornes Meadow has made life noisier but it has also 

brought more people to a small village, MORE TRAFFIC. 
 

Q 61 How would you like to see this parish develop? 
• No more housing please. 
• Frankly the infrastructure is already overloaded. 
• I’d like to see some development but the community should stay as it is. 
• I would expand the work force if housing was built and new units erected. 
• There is an anti feeling to the hotel.  It is an asset.  It should be allowed to prosper and grow 

– but not become a public nuisance. 
• I would be very sad indeed to see it develop into a tourist centre as this tends to “kill” the 

essence of a “living” community. 
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Q 62 We have spoken with neighbouring parishes (Ide, Shillingford, 
Kenn, Dunsford) about the possibility of sharing some things with 
them.  Would you happy to share:  

• Any joint facilities of benefit to the Village. 
• Any/All of the above. 
• Cannot see any of the above as being practical due to distance. 
• One of us would like to establish proper transport facilities for sharing, say, a mini bus or 

share in the development of a sports hall. 
• But the other two were happy to remain a separate village. 
• Rightly or wrongly, our attention goes to Ashton, Christow and Bridford. 
• Unsure how this could be achieved. 

Q 63 Any further comments you have on the future of the parish? 
Library 

• Didn’t know mobile library existed. 
• Not aware of mobile library. 
• Mobile library - Unaware of it. 

Environment 
• To keep it rural with a countryside feel – with no development spoiling this and views etc. To 

keep a curb on traffic which would evolve from more development etc.  We have a lovely 
village – lets keep it that way. 

• We have retired to a quiet Country Village, would not want its present character to change. 
• Whilst some of these replies may appear negative they are realistic in view of the village’s 

infrastructure (- road particularly, street lights (non-existent), buses etc. this infrastructure 
just cannot support ANY further development. 

• The South West being such a beautiful area attracts many tourists each year and rightly so. 
But some areas, mainly residential, should be left alone so the people who live here can 
enjoy the peace and quiet it affords. 

• I believe there should be no further development of housing in the parish in order for it to 
remain an attractive and unspoilt country village. 

Community 
• It would have been helpful to explain the demography of the village.  It appears that the 

village is mainly elderly people with 30-40 years & few children.  It would be good to attract 
a more balanced demography i.e.: more 20-30 years & more young families.  There are 
currently no activities in the village for children.  It would be good to se a youth club, 
playgroup or parent& toddler group, sports activities for children i.e. football, tennis, 
playground, gym club.  It would be good to see some social activities which are aimed at 
parents i.e.: live music.  The “Robin Hood Experience” was a terrific example of the sort of 
thing we would like to see more in the village. 

• Whether we like it or not, change will happen. The more it is resisted the harder it is to 
accept when it does take place. The Government is encouraging large-scale housing 
developments, this would have a dramatic impact on our village if it happened here. It is 
surely better to encourage small-scale development which will be in keeping with the nature 
of Dunchideock as it has grown over the last few hundred years. 

• The village can’t stand still – it will go backwards – and die or go forward – and prosper.  
Gentle planned growth is needs. 

• More quiz nights. 
• The village has no social centre – (pub) this makes the village feel empty and doesn’t give 

the occupants of the village the chance to meet new and old people in the village.  As a 
newcomer to the village I could only count 10 or 12 people I could recognise being from the 
village.   A village pub would breakdown the barriers of new people moving into the village 
and let them meet the rest of the village.  At present, the Lord Haldon does not have a social 
bar for villagers and I believe that with all the functions held at the Lord Haldon it would be 
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the wrong place, a new village pub is needed and should be located in the heart of the 
village and accessible to everyone. 

Road Traffic 
• One serious worsening of village life since 20 years ago is due to the Hotel traffic – cars, 

vans, pajeros; - a straw poll at a recent village (parish) committee showed the strength of 
the village on this matter Namely: 45-1 to retain the bridge which had been damaged in 
summer 04. Removing the bridge would mean more hotel traffic. 

• Let’s get the Lord Haldon Hotel to use its own drive! This would make the whole of 
Webberton Lane much better and safer for us local users. 

• Most village residents are well aware of the dangerous bends, narrow stretches of roads 
and passing points, not so some hotel users for whom Dunchideock roads and access 
roads are a new experience. The solution proposed several times is that the majority of the 
hotel traffic uses Haldon drive – the old coach road to the Haldon House. This has not been 
actuated. 

• Even light industrial units generate light and heavy haulage; traffic in the lanes is already 
quite heavy at certain times of the day. 

• To try to prevent accidents - notes in hotel and if possible to newcomers saying Please 
respect residents of Dunchideock travelling on their parish roads – taking particular care on 
dangerous bends, narrow stretches of road and note passing points particularly on the 
Kennford – Dunchideock track. Thank you. 

Roads & Bridge 
• Can anything be done about the quantity of horse muck on roads by riding stables at Home 

Farm – encourage owner to go out with a spade for example (at least once a week)? 
• Need a road sweeper! Especially near riding stables/ livery yard at Home Farm. 
• The parish wishes, quite rightly, to keep the Haldon Bridge. If money is to be spent on safety 

and road user convenience, then more passing places should be installed on the Haldon 
Bridge to Underdown road. If necessary we would have thought this could be done with 
local owner co-operation and by local labour. 

• Insist on the repair of the bridge. 

Police 
• I have never seen either Police Vehicle or Police Officer in this village. 
• Policeman - Never seen him- didn’t know we had one! 
• Police Officer: Never met him. 
• Police Officer: Never seen him. 
• Police Officer: Did not know we had one. 
• Police Officer: Didn’t know we had one. 
• Police Officer: First knowledge that there is one. 
• Police Officer: Did not know we had one! 
• Police Officer: Did not know we had one! 
• Police Officer: Not met the community police officer. 
• Police Officer: We have lived in the village for 10.5 years and only through reading this do 

we learn of a Community Policemen?? 

Village Centre 
• The parish lacks a central focus as it is quite dispersed. Initial thoughts (having been here 6 

months) that a youth club would be useful as there seem to be quite a few youths (!) who 
might benefit. 

• Youth club please, even if it’s only once a month. 

Employment & Housing 
• Virtually no employment means in the parish. 
• Want to see more Jobs – yes but only in agriculture. 
• No school therefore no teachers needing accommodation. 
• No shops - needing accommodation. 
• Surely a mix (of housing) is a better option. 
• But NOT to the detriment of those areas which are not designated as ‘SPECIAL’ 
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Public Transport 
• Transport is a crucial issue in all rural areas. The bus service here is poor timetables do not 

appear geared to local needs – for example the buses arrive in Exeter after the schools start 
in the morning. 

• Bus leaving from station at 4:20 pm (ish) - lots of children can’t get to bus station in time for 
the 4:10 pm bus. 

• How about a couple of bus shelters? 
 

Other 
• Cannot carry heavy boxes so take our recyclables 

elsewhere. 
• Not being able to phone in for prescriptions is a 

nuisance for those with cars but can be a real 
problem for those without transport this far away. 

• No facility to obtain repeat prescriptions other 
than by visiting Health Centre i.e. No phone in 
facility is a nuisance with cars but could be a real 
problem for those with no transport. 

• Should I be left a widow, questions 28,29,30,37, 
49, 50 ,51 52 & 54 would all be answered in the 
negative. 

 

Pub & Shop 
• One of the most significant features about 

Dunchideock is the absence of a Village Pub!  
This would make and overwhelming 
contribution towards community spirit and 
engage with local people and affairs. 

• It would be good to revive a village shop to not 
only act as a place to obtain goods but to help 
promote social interaction and engender a 
society that cares for one another. 

• Mobile fish and chip shop. 

 

Public Rights of Way 
• Footpaths from Village Hall to Church to have 

‘dog flaps’ inserted in styles, Have seen this 
successfully done in other sheep counties. 

• Not aware of any bridle paths in parish – more off 
road rides would be safer – even if a small tool 
was charged for upkeep. 

• There aren’t any bridleways. 
 

Post Box/Office 
• In Dunchideock we have 3 post boxes all very 

near together WHY NOT move one to Tower 
Court? 

• I would use the Ide post office if the bus were 
more frequent. 

 

 

Back Page - Any other questions to which you would like an answer from 
the Parish Plan Steering Group: 

• Offers congratulations to Steering group on the presentation of the questionnaire. 
• Collection of recyclable materials.  Is it cost effective? 
• Refuse collection and Collection of recyclable materials.  As householders are expected to 

do everything themselves – Reduce the Community Tax! 
• Mains Water:  Too costly to extend to our house. 
• Mains Electricity:  intermittent failures. 
• Electrical supply is reasonable but “sporadic”. 
• Taste of water disgusting. 
• Friendly postmen. 
• Royal Mail Service: delivery depends on WHO is delivering;  fluctuates far too much! 
• In favour of “craft-based/office based” work places. 
• Uses Ide Post Office  more than 10 times a month. 
• MHS: only since this government.   FPS: great difficulty. Doctor: ours is splendid. 

Chemist:  very good in Alphington.  Chiropodist:  very good. 
• Optician: no problem.  Dentist:  quite content.  
• Photo p.19. Comment that old tree “probably has several hundred years to go.” 

 
- ♣ - 
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